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Shared responsibility*
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The hidden [deeds] are for Hashem our G-d, and the revealed [deeds] are for us, our children, forever,
to fulfill all the words of this Torah?

This week’s parsha contains one of Moshe’s last major speeches to the Jewish people. He starts by
pointing out that the entire people were present during this speech?. The leaders, the commoners, the
women, the children, the converts. No one was missing. Moshe was bringing everyone into a covenant
with G-d, for all generations. Part of this covenant involved a shared responsibility for one another. If
some people sin, all could be punished. We should all ensure that our fellow is on their best behavior,
and not turn a blind eye.

Lest a person say that the thoughts of their fellow are not accessible, and if they had inappropriate
thoughts why should we be responsible, Hashem had a response®. The hidden deeds of our fellow are
for Hashem to deal with. We bear no responsibility. But outward acts of defiance and impropriety are
not something we can simply ignore. We have a shared responsivity for our fellow Jew, and we are all
held accountable for the actions of the few.

Our Sages note® that the words 1323291 139, “ourselves and our children”, as well as the letter y that

follows, have dots on them in every kosher sefer Torah. Why is this so? There’s actually a dispute. One
opinion® is that it teaches us that the Jews weren’t punished for hidden acts until they crossed the
Jordan River into the land of Israel. Another opinion’ is as we said before. Why would the Jews be
punished for the hidden deeds of others? Rather, the dots are teaching us that the Jews weren’t
punished for overt acts of defiance until they crossed the Jordan River®.

What's the significance of crossing the Jordan River? The Jews were previously’ commanded to recite
various blessings and curses that could befall the nation. These blessings and curses were to be
pronounced on two mountains in the Land of Israel. Once they crossed the Jordan River, they went to
these two mountains and fulfilled their command?. Our verse is telling us that they weren’t punished
for hidden deeds, or revealed deeds (depending on the opinion), until that time. The significance is once
they pronounced these blessings and curses, all the Jews became fully responsible for each other!!. Until
then it was only theoretical. At that point it became practical. It would make sense then that that is
when the nation could be punished for an individual’s misdeeds.
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The commentaries?? struggle to try to provide different explanations for how these lessons could be
derived from these dotted letters. It’s not immediately clear how dots over 132329 135 would indicate not
being punished until crossing the Jordan River. As well, any explanation needs to also take into account
the dot over the letter y*. One simple explanation is that there are eleven dots in this verse, over eleven
letters. These eleven dots correspond to the eleven aforementioned blessings and curses?*. After the
Jews pronounced these eleven blessings and eleven curses, they all became fully responsible for each
other. Only then would they be punished, either for hidden deeds of their fellow, or for the revealed
sins, depending on the opinion®® 16,
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