Parsha Peoncars

| -

DESHEVAL

U
N
2
(U

B9 | Janucry 25, 2025
Problematic pascal prohibitions*
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It shall be eaten in one house. Don’t take from the meat from the house to outside. And don’t break a
bone from it?

This weeks parsha introduces the mitzvah of the korbon Pesach, the Passover offering. It was to be
prepared and consumed in a very specific way. There are thus many mitzvos associated with the korbon
Pesach. One of them is the meat from the offering had to be consumed in one house, and it was
prohibited to even take it outside. Another mitzvah is that one wasn’t allowed to break the bones of the
Pesach offering, for example to get to the marrow inside. These two mitzvos are written in the same
verse, but for some reason there’s an inconsistency. The prohibition to not take the meat outside is
written in the singular (X*¥1n); one shouldn’t do it. However, the prohibition to not break the bones is

written in in the plural, speaking to many people (y92vn). Why are they written differently?

The explanations offered are halachic in nature. One, is that the rule is that once the Pesach offering has
been brought outside, it becomes disqualified for consumption3. What comes out from that is it’s
impossible to take it out more than once. The first time someone takes it out, they’ve transgressed a
prohibition. However, if they were to take it back in, and then back out, they didn’t do anything wrong,
as it’s already been disqualified. It’s like it’s any other piece of meat. Since the prohibition can only be
done once, it’s written in the singular. This is unlike breaking the bones, which every time someone
breaks them, they’ve committed a new transgression®. The mitzvah is therefore written in plural®.

However, a major question on this solution that even if the same person breaks the Pesach offering’s
bones multiple times they transgress each time. Why then is the prohibition addressed to multiple
people? If one person takes it out, and then a different person takes it out, the second person still
doesn’t transgress. The point isn’t how many people do it, just that it can only be done once. Why then
would that be a reason to have the verse address one person®?

Instead, another reason is suggested’. There’s a rule in the laws of Shabbos that although one isn’t
allowed to carry something outside, if two people do it together, they are exempt®. This is known as
Wwyw 00vY. There's a dispute if this rule is specifically by Shabbos, or if it applies to other Torah
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prohibitions®. We can say that this verse is a proof like the former. The Torah is telling us that there’s a
prohibition of breaking the bones of the korbon Pesach, and the prohibition is addressed to multiple
people. This is teaching us that even if multiple people do it together, they all transgress. However, this
would not be the case with taking the meat of the korbon Pesach outside. Our Sages teach us'® that the
laws of carrying the meat outside are the exact same as the laws of Shabbos. Since on Shabbos, multiple
people carrying would be exempt, so too if multiple people carry the meat of the korbon Pesach outside.
Therefore, the prohibition is written in the singular, to teach you that only when someone carries it by
themselves do they transgress.

Good Shabbos
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