Parsha Peoncars

Pincrzs | July 8, 2023 | 17 Tammmuz 5783
A good thought'
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And the sons of Korach did not die?

Parshas Pinchas contains yet another census. The Torah lists all the different families by tribe and states
their total numbers. In the midst of this listing, the Torah mentions the family of Korach, the one who
started a failed rebellion against Moshe. The Torah wanted to emphasize that although Korach’s
children were part of his rebellion?, they did not perish like their father did. Rather, they had thoughts of
repentance, and Hashem spared their lives®.

Now, it is known that there are four prerequisites to proper repentance: (1) stopping the sin (2)
regretting the sin (3) verbally admitting the sin (4) committing to never transgress the sin again®. What’s
interesting to note is that we aren’t informed that the sons of Korach fulfilled these requirements. All
that is mentioned is that they had thoughts of repentance. Apparently, this was enough to merit
salvation.

We see from here the tremendous power of a good thought, as long as it’s genuine. We are taught® that
a person can acquire their eternal reward in a single moment. A person can go from a completely wicked
person to a completely righteous person in an instant. Where else do we see this? Our Sages tell us’ that
if a wicked person betroths a woman on condition that he is completely righteous, we treat them as
married. We are concerned he had thoughts of repentance, and his condition was fulfilled. It sounds like
thoughts of repentance alone can make all the difference®. The same held true for the sons of Korach.
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