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These are the words that Moshe told all of Israel, across the Jordan River, in Aravah, across from the
Reed Sea, between Paran and Tofel, and Lavan, and Chatzeiros, and Di Zahav?

In the beginning of Sefer Devarim we are told that Moshe spoke to the entire Jewish people. The Torah
is extremely precise with the location of this speech. Rashi explains® that in fact, the Torah is not telling
us geographical information. Really, Moshe was rebuking the people. The places that the Torah is telling
us are allusions to prior sins that the Jews committed. Focusing on the last one, Di Zahav, we are told
that it is a reference to the sin of the Golden Calf. The hint is that the Jews had so much gold from the
Egyptians, that they yelled out “Dai”, meaning “Enough!”. They didn’t know what to do with it, so they
ended up making a Golden Calf as an idol*.

This teaching seems to contradict another one from our Sages®. A person doesn’t leave this world® with
half of their desires in their hand. A person will seemingly never come to a state of satiation when it
comes to worldly possessions and desires. If so, how could it be possible that the Jews exclaimed,
“Enough!”, when it came to gold? How could they ever be satisfied, and felt that they had enough’?

Rav Elchanan Wasserman gives a clever answer. Our Sages tell us® that the primordial snake in the
Garden of Eden implanted in Chava, also known Eve, a type of spiritual contamination. This impurity
continued through her descendants, and is in all of mankind. Rav Elchanan opines that this impurity is
what gives a person this insatiable thirst for physical pleasure. When the Jews stood at Mount Sinai to
receive the Torah, this contamination was removed. Since this impurity wasn’t put back into them?® until
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they sinned with the Golden Calf?°, their reaction to the gold makes sense. When the Jews received the
Torah, they no longer had this humanly instinct'’. They could be satisfied with the tremendous amount
of gold in their possession, and not require any more. It’s not surprising then that they exclaimed:
“Enough!”1?

Once the topic has been brought up, one could ask why then did Hashem give the Jews so much gold?
Was it merely to test them to see if they would give in to their lusts? The Chasam Sofer explains?® the
real purpose. Our Sages teach us!* that the verse, “The words of Koheles, the son of David, everything is
vanity”?®, begins with this introduction so that we can appreciate what the author saying. How could
anyone say that everything is vain? Only someone who was the son of David, king of Israel, who was the
king over the nation at its greatest, ruling over the city of Jerusalem. Only someone in that position, who
had it all, could come to the conclusion that everything is vain.

The same is true for the Torah. We frequently recite the verse?® that the Torah is more precious than
gold and sweeter than honey. How could the Jews say such a thing with certainty? To ensure their
confidence in the Torah they were to receive, Hashem gave them an astronomical amount of gold.
Hashem subsequently gave them the munn, which was sixty times sweeter than honey'’. Only then did
Hashem bring them to Mount Sinai. Having had exposure to all of this worldly pleasure, only then could
the Jewish people fully appreciate how great the Torah is. It’s truly more precious than gold, and
sweeter than honey.

Good Shabbos
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