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The brighter side of things1

וידבר משה כן אל בני ישראל ולא שמעו אל משה מקוצר רוח ומעבודה קשה
And Moshe told the Jewish people so, but they didn’t listen to him due to a lack of spirit and the difficult
labor2
Moshe saw some major setbacks at the beginning of his mission to redeem the Jewish people. First, his
first encounter with Pharaoh, demanding the immediate release of the Jews, backfired. Rather than
complying, Pharaoh magnified the suffering of the Jews by intensifying his immoral demands. They were
expected to produce the same number of bricks as before, but this time being required to gather their
own materials. This was the exact opposite of redemption. Subsequently, Hashem reassured Moshe that
the Jews will indeed be redeemed. There will be a miraculous salvation, and the Egyptians will be
punished appropriately for their heinous crimes. When Moshe told this great news to the people, they
unfortunately didn’t. They were too overwhelmed from their labor, and had essentially given up hope of
redemption.
We read the first Aliyah from the parsha the Shabbos before it at Mincha, as well as the subsequent
Monday and Thursday in the morning. We divide the Aliyah into three Aliyos, for the Kohen, Levi, and
Yisrael. The above verse is the conclusion of the Torah reading for the Levi. This practice is seemingly
problematic, as it appears to go against the accepted law. It’s codified3 that we are to finish the Torah
reading on a positive note. Saying that the Jewish people didn’t listen to Moshe, when he was promising
them salvation, doesn’t sound very positive. It shows that things were so bleak, that the Jews had no
hope for relief. Why then do we finish the Aliyah with this verse?
There are many sources4 which teach that the intensity of the subjugation in Egypt actually hastened the
Exodus5. Originally the Jews were sentenced to four-hundred years of enslavement6. That means there
was four-hundred years worth of suffering that was meant to be experienced. What really happened is
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the Jews were only enslaved two-hundred and ten years7. In order to make the enslavement shorter for
the Jews, Hashem ensured that Pharaoh’s decrees would intensify. Pharaoh made the Jews do
meaningless work8. He drowned all the Jewish babies. Now, right before the redemption was to begin,
he made their work quota impossible to fulfill. These extra levels of intensity allowed the redemption to
be earlier than planned. This means that the back-breaking labor that the Jews were now experiencing
had a positive side. It was making the overall enslavement shorter.
Even the Jews’ inability to accept Moshe’s promise of salvation had a positive side. If the Jews at that
time had accepted Moshe’s ray of shining light, his comfort that the redemption was soon at hand, this
relief would have made their burden lighter. There’s no comparison between working on a tough
project knowing it’s almost done, and working on something difficult with no end in sight. Their hope
and renewed optimism would’ve countered the harsh decrees of Pharaoh. The enslavement wouldn’t
have been shortened. The verse tells us that they didn’t, and in fact couldn’t, accept Moshe’s comfort.
They were so overworked, and had lost all hope. This intensity of suffering was the catalyst which
brought about their redemption. It turns out then that we do end the Torah reading on a positive note.
Good Shabbos
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