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Beyond our assumptions1
 אלה בני דן למשפחותם וגו' ארבעה:אלה בני בנימין למשפחותם ופקודיהם חמשה וארבעים אלף ושש מאות
וששים אלף וארבע מאות
These are the children of Binyomin according to their families: their count came to 45,600. These are the
children of Dan according to their families…64,4002
Parshas Pinchas contains yet another census. No wonder this is called the book of Numbers3. If we
analyze the counts of the individual tribes, we’ll notice some interesting patterns and observations.
Something noteworthy is the adjacent counts of the tribes of Binyomin and Dan. The total number for
the tribe of Binyomin was forty-five thousand, whereas the total number for the tribe of Dan was sixtyfour thousand. Why is this significant?
If we look closely at the families of Binyomin and Dan, we’ll notice a big discrepancy. Binyomin, the son
of Yaakov, had ten sons. As such, the family heads of the tribe numbered ten. Dan, on the other hand,
only had one son. And yet, this one son merited to have more descendants than the ten sons of
Binyomin. This is the exact opposite of what would have been expected. More than that, who was the
one son of Dan? His name was Chushim4, which literally means “senses”. Our Sages teach us5 that he
was deaf.
We learn from here that our superficial understanding of things isn’t always correct. We look at
someone with one kid who is deaf, we immediately assume that not much will come from him. We see a
man with ten sons, we immediately assume his family is destined for greatness. What ended up
happening? That single deaf son produced more offspring than Binyomin’s ten sons. If Hashem wants
Dan’s descendants to be more prosperous, they will, despite our limited understanding of how things
“should” play out.
The same is true in all aspects of our lives. Someone with a lot of wealth might end up struggling to pay
their bills, due to lawsuits or government fines. Someone with meagerly wages might live very
comfortably, as they are happy with their lot6. We can’t assume things will play out the way we think
they will. If Hashem wants it to end up a certain way, it will, regardless of the present circumstances.
Something to always keep in mind.
Good Shabbos
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In fact, like all the Greek names of the five books of Moses, the book of Numbers comes from its name in
Rabbinic literature: Sefer HaPekudim (inter alia, Yoma 7:1; Sotah 36b; Menachos 45b; Bechoros 4a)
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